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From the Desk of the Governor - 2009 
 

If Vice District Governor Tom Isbell is now known as District Governor 

Elect and Lion Hugh Stroud is now Vice District Governor Elect, am I Past 

District Governor Elect?  Just a thought? 

 

White Cane Day is a day this time of the year (any day a club chooses) 

when Lions get out in the streets, street corners or in front of stores and 

collect money for our District Tissue and Eye Bank.  Our District works 

with Southwestern Transplant Services in Dallas and as the title states, they 

aid people with transplants.  They harvest organs, skin, bones, etc. as needed 

and provide them to hospitals to aid in patient recovery.   

 

We were presented a program by Southwestern Transplant Services at our 

District Convention.  One thing I learned was that if someone has cancer in 

a bone; the cancerous bone can be removed, and replaced with good bone.  I 

knew about skin grafts and organ transplants but I didnôt realize they did 

that type transplant.   

 

One more thing I learned about our District Tissue and Eye Bank.  There are 

funds available to our clubs that not very many clubs apply for.  All a club 

has to do is have a Lion or someone in their community who needs eye surgery, transplants or other special needs.  

A club would have to give $250.00 to the District Tissue and Eye Bank and District Tissue and Eye Bank would 

give your club a check for $750.00 to help this individual or family.  That is not a bad deal! 

 

The paperwork has been sent to LCI, we have a new Lions Club; the Hardin -Simmons University Lions Club of 

twenty three very enthusiastic young people.  Charter Night is scheduled for September nineteenth.  We also formed 

a branch club of the Abilene Cactus Lions at McMurry University .  Thanks to the following Lions who helped get 

things started: PCC C. Lee Smith, PDG Hal Griffin, PDG Karen Godbout, Lion Dick Godbout, Lion Bob Nelson 

and Lion Fred Famble.  PDG Hal and Lion Bob will be the guiding Lions for Hardin-Simmons University Lions.  

The universities are out for the summer and will be going to a club in their home communities to learn more about 

being a Lion.  Look out for them and teach them about Lionism. 

 

ALL CLUBS NEED TO BE SURE YOUR PU 101ôs ARE IN.   DEADLINE  MAY 15
TH

. 

 

Next up is the State Convention in Lubbock, June 4
th
 ï 6

th
.  I hope to see you there. 

 

I believe it has been a great year for our district.  Thank you all for your work. 

 

YOUR District Governor Dean Vernon 
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HSU Lions News 
 

The new Hardin Simmons Lions Club had a car 

wash fund raiser on April 25
th
.  Some of their 

sponsoring Lions came to help ï well, at least 

came!  Itôs great to see young Lions at work. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PDG Hal Received Award 
 

 
 

PDG Hal Griffin shown above is presented The 

International Presidentôs Commendation by ID 

Dr. Jerimiah Myers of Kodiak, Alaska on behalf 

of IP Al Brandel. The award was presented due 

to PDG Hal,s work in helping start the new 

Hardin-Simmons University Lions Club and the 

McMurry University Branch Lions Club. 
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Americaõs First Lady of Courage 
 
At a plain, black well pump in the small 

southern town of Tuscumbia, Alabama, one of 

the worldôs great miracles took place.  It began 

one bright, spring day in 1887.  Puffy white 

clouds floated overhead on a background of 

blue, while birds fluttered through oaks and 

maples and flowers burst forth from the fertile 

soil in an array of colors ï all unheard and 

unseen by a pretty girl of seven.  Standing at the 

totally blind and deaf Helen Kellerôs side was a 

young woman, Anne Sullivan.  Miss Sullivan 

was steadily pumping cool water into one of the 

girlôs hands while repeatedly tapping out an 

alphabet code of five letters in the other ï first 

slowly, then rapidly.  The scene was repeated 

again and again as the young Helen 

painstakingly struggled to break her world of 

silence. 
 

 

Suddenly the signals crossed Helenôs 

consciousness with a meaning.  She knew that 

ñw-a-t-e-rò meant the cool something flowing 

over her hand.  Darkness began to melt from her 

mind like so much ice left out on that sunny 

March day.  By nightfall, Helen has learned 30 

words. 

Helen Adams Keller was born a healthy child on 

June 27, 1880, To Captain Arthur H. and Kate 

Adams Keller of Tuscumbia, AL.  At the tender 

age of 19 months, she was stricken with a severe 

illness which left her blind and deaf. 

 

 

At the age of six, the half-wild, deaf and blind 

girl was taken by her parents to see Dr. 

Alexander Graham Bell.  Because of her visit, 

Helen united with her teacher Anne Mansfield 

Sullivan on March 3, 1887.  After Helenôs 

miraculous break through at the simple well 

pump, she proved so gifted that she soon learned 

the fingertip alphabet and shortly afterward to 

write.  By the end of August, in six short 

months, she knew 625 words. 

 

By age 10, Helen had mastered Braille as well as 

the manual alphabet and even learned to use the 

typewriter.  By the time she was 16, Helen could 

speak well enough to go to preparatory school 

and college.  In 1904, she was graduated ócum 

laudeô from Radcliffe College.  The teacher 

stayed with her through those years, interpreting 

lectures and class discussions to her. 

Helen Keller, the little girl, became one of 

historyôs remarkable women.  She dedicated her 

life to improving the conditions of blind and the 

deaf-blind around the world, lecturing in more 

than 25 countries on the five major continents.  

Wherever she appeared, she brought new 

courage to millions of blind people. 
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Her teacher, Anne Sullivan, is remembered as 

ñthe Miracle Workerò for her lifetime 

dedication, patience and love to a half-wild 

southern child trapped in a world of darkness. 

Helen Keller last visited her beloved IVY 

GREEN at the age of 74 in 1954.  It was just 4 

years later in 1958 that Helen Keller passed 

away.  She, along with Anne Sullivan and 

Helenôs secretary of 30 years, were invited to be 

interred at the National Cathedral located in 

Washington, D. C. 

 
Pictured is the Keller family home located in 

Tuscumbia, Alabama.  The plantation now sits 

on 10 acres and is a National Historical sight. 
 

 
Lion Sandy Griffin and Ivy Green are on the 

front porch of the two room cottage where 7 

year old Helen Keller spent 10 days with 20 year 

old Annie Sullivan. 

 

 
9 month old "Ivy Green" is seen here beside the 

black well-pump on the plantation named IVY 

GREEN which is the birth place of Helen 

Keller.  The Keller home was built by Helen's 

Grandfather, David Keller on a 640-acre of land 

in 1820. 
 


